
Preserve Our Historic Barns 
Free Seminar on Wednesday 14 May, 7 p.m. 

 

"Preserve Our Historic Barns" will be presented at the 

Museum on Wednesday, May 14 beginning at 7 p.m.  The 

Director of Storrowton Village (Eastern States 

Exposition), Mr. Dennis Picard, will speak on New 

England Barns from a historical perspective, and Arron 

Sturgis, the owner of Preservation Timber Framing Inc. 

will discuss methods and economics of timber frame barn 

preservation and restoration. 

 

Admission for this informative evening is free. 

Barn Photo Contest 
Open to Westford Students 

 

The seminar will also feature an exhibit of local barns 

photographed by Westford students.  Cash prizes ($100 

for 1
st
 Place; $50 for 2

nd
 Place; $25 for 3

rd
 Place and Honorable Mention) will be awarded to the winners at the 14 

May seminar.  Students, please contact the WHS office for a list of barns and barn owners.   

 

Westford Historical Societyôs 

2008 BARN PHOTO CONTEST ENTRY FORM 

 

Name______________________________ Age____ School__________________ 

 

Address_______________________________________ Phone_____________ Email______________________ 

 

Specific Address Of  Barn _________________________________________________ 

 

Barn Owner________________________________ Date Photo Taken____________ 

 

RULES 

1. All photos must be taken in 2008 by a current Westford student   

2. All submitted photos become the property of the Westford Historical Society.  

3. If the photo is taken on private property, permission must be obtained from the barn owner. 

4. Winners will be announced 14 May at the ñPreserve Our Historic Barnsò seminar at the Westford Museum. 

5. Cash prizes will be awarded to the top 3 entries. 

6. All photos submitted will be considered for inclusion in the WHS 2009 calendar. 

7. Photos must be in an 8òx10ò color or black & white format. 

8. Only one entry per student permitted. 

9. All photos must be received no later than 1 p.m. on 7 May at the Historical Society office located at 4 Boston 

Rd.  Photos and entry forms may be mailed to the Westford Historical Society, PO Box 411, Westford MA 

01886.    

 

Ç If the photo was taken on private property, I have obtained permission from the property owner. 

 

STUDENT SIGNATURE _____________________________________  DATE________ 

 

PARENT SIGNATURE (required if entrant is under 18)  ____________________________________ 

    

 

ENTRY #__________ 



Greetings from the Historical Society!  
 

This spring you can not only look forward to long-

sought-for relief from a long winter, but also to a 

continuation of this yearôs fine Museum programs and 

events.  Youôll find details about all of our upcoming 

events in the following pages of this newsletter. 

 

November of this year will mark the 50
th
 anniversary 

of the Westford Historical Society, and throughout the 

year weôll be celebrating this proud achievement.  

Thanks to the work of hundreds of volunteers the 

Society has certainly come a long way since its first 

meetings at the J.V. Fletcher Library.  What essentially 

started as the gathering of historically minded 

Westford residents is now a Society with a substantial 

library and collection revolving around Westfordôs 

cultural and material history, and we are continually 

finding new ways to use our resources and programs to 

serve our community.   

 

Our anniversary committee is focusing on 1958 as the 

theme for this yearôs anniversary celebration.  First, 

look for us in the Apple Blossom Parade on May 

17
th
.  Assuming the weather cooperates, youôll find 

Society members driving in two 1958 automobile 

classics: a Jaguar and a Chevy.  In the fall, weôll be 

hosting a sock hop for people of all ages, so watch for 

future details regarding this event! 

  

On Thursday, November 20
th
 at 7:35pm (the time of 

the Societyôs official formation) weôll be starting the 

Annual Meeting with a wine and cheese reception 

open to all members who would like to help celebrate 

our first 50 years, and to help us chart a course for the 

2
nd

 half of our first century.   

 

Thanks for your continued support, and I look forward 

to seeing you at a future Society event. 

 

Dan Lacroix, WHS President 

 

In the Museum Shop! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Apple Blossom Festivals 
1935 to Today 

 

In 1935 Westford held the first Apple Blossom 

Festival.  The queen was 18-year old Phyllis Wright.  

Barbara (Hildreth) Parkhurst was among the 

Attendants to the Queen in that first festival.  

Barbaraôs mother made her a dress like the other 

attendantsô dresses, designed to match the color and 

beauty of the apple blossoms.  The festival was shared 

by other local towns, and programs were printed with 

maps of a touring route to visit the local orchards and 

enjoy the colors of spring.    Barbaraôs dress along 

with programs and photos from the early festivals are 

on display in the museum this spring. 

 

In 1936, the Festival was expanded to include 38 

towns in the Nashoba apple belt.  Ten towns sent 

princesses, with Westfordôs own Mary Elizabeth 

Perrins becoming the queen.  Shirley (Burne) 

MacDougall remembers when her sister Patricia was a 

train bearer in 1936 and then became Westfordôs 

queen in 1949.   

 

The festival was run annually from 1935 to 1941, then 

again in 1948 and 1949.  It started up again in 1968 as 

a Westford Kiwanis event and has run annually since 

then.  That would make this yearôs festival the 60
th
! 

   

Map of Apple Blossom Tour published in early 

Festival programs.  The printing block for the map is 

included in the Apple Blossom display at the Museum. 

 

Bonnets for 3
rd
 Grade Parkerville Schoolhouse visits 

have been restocked!  We also have tricorn hats and 

wooden muskets for the boys ï fun for 4
th
 of July 

parades! 

 

Need a house gift for those summer visits?  Consider a 

Westford honey pot and some delicious honey made by 

Westford bees!  What better way to share a ñtaste of 

homeò? 

 


