Westford Historical Society Celebrates 50 Years!
20 November 1958008

CAVRNINRAR RSN AR 1950s Sock Hop
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s WESTFORD CELEBRATES ﬁ Fun for all ages in the Roudenbush gym
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An authentic sock hop will be held in conjunction with
the Frost "@uiveosoalroys. IWe® | | have
playing records, dance contests, and much more at this multi
generational event. Refreshments will be available. So pull
out your poodle skirt and saddle shoes, and plan to dance the
o night away! Tickets will be availabkt Roudenbush, Frost
l[l\SlO_rlt‘,fil School and the Museum.

Soctety Frost School

1008- Wine and Cheese

2008 Anniversary Reception
Thursday 20 November 2008 7:00
at the Museum

1958-2008 On the date of the 80

4 anniversary, there will be a wine and cheese reception in

8| conjunction with our annual meeting. &heception will begin

at 7:00, with a toast precisely at 7:35 p.m. All members of the Westford Historical Society are welcome to attend this
celebration. New members are also welcome at the reception and the annual meeting. Details will be pasted on ou
website and mailed to members.
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Atw -Mill H House Tour
twood ett House Debby Stein Sharpe, administrator of the estate of

Daniel and Caroline Atwood moved to Westford in \év'”""}T' Millett, hér%d IWOéJrOfeSStlonal %rganlﬁeirhs,
1858 from Pelham, N.H., with their five children and arol harper and Betsy Laney, 1o go throug €

Carolineds parent s, Edwar Jéougeagdadlrspgsheof 5_08%‘? tﬁ' Ingby t'?tdllyl t on
of Met huen. They fkarsmo | i\/yng’;ﬁlm .%'t?Tflge.'Stﬂ”ﬁna ngt 8t60 €
at the corner of Hildreth Street and Concord Road. estiord |stor|_ca oclety, and on June 18,

Their sixth chil d, Mary i I\?g?:vgerr%ﬁe%vgl&) gy fér% thebh8u§enwasnplé':1cre%
in 1860. In 1878, when Daniel retired from farming, on the ”?ark?t’ she allowed the Society to provide _tours
they built the house at 4 Graniteville Road. Daniel and of this historical We:stford home. Th_e tour was quite
Caroline moved in with their threenwed daughters. S.U.CCSSfUI a'.“o.' pr(_)wd.ed an opportunity for Westford
After Daniel and Caroline died, their three unmarried citizens to visit this historic old home.

daughters, Carrie, Lillie and May, continued to live in
the house. In 1946, after Carrie and Lillie died, May

invited her niece, Grace Millett and her husband, Societ Qn 'Irhurs?ﬂy, Selptemb(ér 15I, at 7:30 th% Bet
Nathan, to live in the \&&stford house with her. Their oclely IS pieased to weicome L.arol Harper and Betsy

. : U R : Caney tq the Westfar eum tQ giv mﬂé :
son, William aBill o Mllletfr’l %na%%m W%%? rtist,
later joined his parents. May died in 1951, Nathan in Discovefing the A%[WOG I ét Igam' y In Westford

1955, and Grace in 1971, after which Bill lived here .-Irlheil V\{i”ddef[ﬁribﬁ ihe horﬁetind itts iontejtzts, ked
alone until his death in November 2007. Thus, one lustrated with photographs they ook as they WOrke

TR through the house and prepared it for sale. They will
family lived in this house for nearly 130 years. also give us a better understanding of the feoho

lived in this house. Betsy will talk about the Atwood
family and Carol will discuss the Millett family, with
particularly emphasis on Bill and his paintings.

AtwoodMillett Family Lecture



Lend A Hand for the Bandstand

And for the Museum, too!

fiOne of West fomdds Bea
The Town Common

By Allister MacDougall, WestfordEagle 1988

ifAs one drives through
whether they be residents of the town or
strangers, most are drawn to gaze on the beauty
of our town common.

AAn event of i mportance
comma was the erection of the flagpole on
Saturday, May 18, 1861.

ifSoon after this a
the base of the flagpole and served as a
gathering place of band concerts and other
celebrations for many years.

grand

Ai... the flagpeoll e was r e
AThis was probably the t
was removed. O

Twenty years after Allister MacDougall, a founder of

the Westford Historical Society, wrote the above

words, another generation in Westford undertook the
rebuilding of tdaoandth@8 61 fdgr
flagpole on Westford Common.

In January of this year, the president of the Westford
Rotary offered a gift of $7500 toward the building of a
bandstand on Westford Common. A year earlier, the
Common Restoration Project had asked woodworker
David Fox of Westford to draw plans of the original
bandstand based on an 1890 photo in the Historical
Societyds collection.

Within weeks of the presentation of the Rotary gift to
the Westford Historical Society, eighty Westford
families had pledged an additidr#l7,000.

Then the Westford Academy Community Service

Team chose the bandstand, the common and the
buildings around Westford Common as their spring

2008 project, while Nashoba Tech carpentry students
offered to build the framing for the bandstand. The
WAstudents named the proje
Bandstand. 0o

Saturday May 3%, over fifty volunteers from the
Westford Academy Community Service Team worked
from dawn til dusk. By the time the sun set on
Westford Common that day the Academy students and
Dave Fox had installed the decking on the frame built
by Nashoba Tech, another Academy team and Derek
and Doug Preston of DP Turf & Irrigation finished
installing a sprinkler system that covers the whole

Westford

common, and all the sign posts and benches which
wereinstalled a decade ago were restained.

Across Lincoln Street at the Westford Museum, yet
anqther crewy fgoim ¥estford Academy cleaned out the
basement; painted the columns, the front door and the
flagpole; and took down the Museum sign to be sanded

and repated.
Center

Throughout the summer, Dave Fox and his apprentice
James Severance worked to install the stairs and craft
the exquisite balustrades on the bandstand. A tent was
purchased that can be put during the summer months
fo Reeptife BuR &ifusicians hridiffiestruments. In
August, the wheelchair lift to bring the bandstand in
compliance with architectural access requirements was
igstakled.d was built around

At 3:30 in the afternoon on Sunday OctobBrthe
new bandstand will be dedicated as part of the second
annual Commo Celebration & Apple Pie Bake Off.

Befalise G flas th8 1890 photograph of the ftwrty
stughents then grrolled at ¥esHaidrAdagemy gatered
on the bandstand that inspired the building of the 2008
bandstand, that Sunday afternoon in October 2008, the
newbandstand will be photographed for the Westford
Historical Society archives.

Then2808 phategeaph will also have Westford
Academy students on the bandstand: the foty
members of the Westford Academy Community
Service Team who built the bandstand on Nagt,
dressed in 1890s costume.

WHS President Dan Lacroix raises the flag on the
newly painted flagpole as board members,
Westford Academy students and other volunteers
finish the cleanup on the 31 May Community

Service Team work day.



