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Cell Phone Policy Vision and Culture
Troop 159 structures its outings and meetings so the scouts can be together as a group.   This fosters the friendships, learning and growth that prove to be invaluable for all the boys.
Cell phones and electronic devices, unfortunately, have a way of interfering with this culture.  They enable scouts to withdraw from their friends and the troop by focusing on playing video games or maintaining growth-inhibiting contact with home.   This not only hinders the scout from realizing the benefits the troop offers, but it also has a destructive impact for the other scouts in the troop.
The Troop 159 committee has defined a policy to best manage cell phone possession and usage.   These guidelines apply to all electronics.
1. During troop meetings

Scouts may possess cell phones during troop meetings, but they must be turned off or muted.  Any scout needing to use the phone must excuse himself from the main room and use the phone privately.  Adults should follow this policy as well.

2. Local troop activities

All scouts may use cell phones, as needed, when participating in local troop activities, such as helping with an Eagle scout project, or the Apple Blossom parade, or the Strawberry festival.  

3. Troop weekend outings and Wah-Tut-Ca summer camp

For troop outings and summer camp, scouts are expected to leave cell phones at home.   Older scouts needing a cell phone on an outing should talk with the tour leader prior to the outing.   

We also can never put any tour leader in a position of first hearing of a concern from a call by a parent (homesickness, etc) because the scout used his cell phone to call home without talking to the tour leader.
Adults on these outings need to set the example and use cell phones only in places that are “out of sight and away from the boys”.   Any scout asking an adult to use their phone should be directed to the tour leader.
Finally, the least important reason for scouts to leave cell phones at home is they have a great way of getting dirty, wet, broken and frequently lost.
